PROCEEDINGS of CONVENTION.

# . That the inhabitants of Maryland dre entitled to the common law of England, and the trial by ju
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wecording to the courfe of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the Englifh ftatutes as exifted at the time
of their firft emigration, and which by experience have been found applicable to their local and other cir-
cumftances, and of fuch others as have been fince made in England or Great-Britain, and have been in-
troduced, ufed, and practifed by the courts of law or equity ; and alfo to all als of affembly in force on
the firft of June feventeen hundred and feventy-four, exceps fuch as may have fince expired, or have been,
or may be altered by acks of convention, or this declaration of rights ; fubjet neverthelefs to the revifion
of, and amendment or repeal by, the legiflature of this ftate 3 and the inhabitants of Maryland are alfo en-
titled to all property derived to them from or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the firft
to Czcilius Calvert, baron of Baltimore. ?

4. That all perfons intrufted with the legiflative or executive powers of government, are the truftees
and fervants of the public, and as fuch accountable for their condud, wherefore, whenever the ends of go-
vernment are perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endangered, and all other means of redrefs are inef-
feStual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or eftablith a new government; the doctrine
of nonrefiftance againft arbitrary power and oppreflion, is abfurd, flavith, and déftructive of the good and
happinefs of mankind. ' : '

5. That the right in the people tb participate in the legiflature is the beéft fecurity of liberty, and the
foundation of all free government; for this purpofe elections ought to be free and frequent, and every man
hz;vfinﬂgnproperty in, a common ifitereft with, and an attachment to,"thé community, ought to have a right
of fuffrage. .

6. That the legiflative, executive, and judicial powers.of government, ought to be for ever feparate
and diftin& from cach other. , ‘

7. That no power of fifpending laws, or the execution of laws, unlefs derived from the legiflature,
ought to be exercifed or allowed. '

8. That freedom of fpeech, and debates or proceedings; in the legiflature; ought not to be impeached
in any other court or judicature.

9. That a place for the meeting of the légiflature ought to be fixed, the moft convenient to the members
thereof, and to the depofitory of the public records, and the legiflature ought not to be convened or held
at any other place but from evident neceflity: ,

ro. That for the redrefs of grievances, and for amending, ftrengthening and preferving, the laws, the
legiflature ought to be frequently convened.

11. That every man hath a right to petition the legiflature for the redrefs of grievances; in a peaceable
and orderly mannet. ‘

12. That no aid; charge, tax, burthen, fee or fees, ought to be fet, rated or levied, under any pretence,
without the confent of the legiflature.

13. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppreflive, and ought to be abolithed ; that
paupers, whofe eftates do not exceed thirty pounds currency value, ought not to be affeffed for the fupport
of government, but every other perfon in the ftate ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes for
the fupport of government according to his a&tual worth in real or perfonal property within this flate ; yet
fines, duties or taxes, may properly and juftly be impofed or laid with a political view for the good go-
vernment and benefit of theé community. _

14. That fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as is confiftent with the fafety of the ftate; and no
law to infli&t cruel and unufual pains and penalties ought to be made, in any cafe, or at any time hereafter.

15. That retrofpective laws, punithing fatts committed before the exiftence of fuch laws, and by them
only declared criminal, are oppreflive, unjuft, and incempatible with liberty ; wherefore no ex pof? fatto
Jaw ought to be made. .

16. hat no law to attaint particular perfons of treafoni or felony, cught to be made in any cafe, or at
any time hereafter. i L :

17. That every freeman, for every injury done to him in his goods, lands or perfon, ought to have re-
medy by the courfe of the law of the land, "and ought to have juftice and right, freely without fale, fully
without any denial, and fpeedily without delay, according to the law of the Tand. o

18. That the trial of facts where they arife, is one of the greateft fecurities of the lives, liberties, and

eftate of the people. _ . » .
"~ - 1g9. Thatin all criminal profecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of the accufation againft
him, to have a copy of the indictment or charge in due time (if required) to prepare for his defence, to
be allowed council, to be confronted with the witnefles againft him, to have procefs for his witnefles,
to examine the witnefles for and againft him on eath, and to 2 fpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without
whofe unanimous confent he ought not to be found guilty, ;

20. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence againft himfelf in a court of common law,
or in any other court, but in fuch cafes only as have been ufually pratifed in this flate.

21. That no freeman ought to be taken or imprifoned, or diffeized of his freehold, liberties or privile-
ges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty or property, but by
the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. :

22. That exceffive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive fines impofed; nor cruel or unufual
punithments inflicted by the courts of law.

33. That all warrants without oath, or affirmation of a perfon confciencioufly ferapulous of taking
an oath, to fearch fufpedted places, or to feize any perfon, ot his property, are grievous and oppreflive ;
_and all general warrants to fearch fufpected places, or to apprehend all perfons fufpected, without naming
or defcribing the place, or any perfon in fpecial, are illegal, and ought not to be granted. :
24. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of the eftate of any perfon for any crime except
murder, or treafon againft the ftate, and then enly on convition and attainder.
" 25. That a well reguloted militia is the proper and natural defence of a free overnment.
‘26, That ftanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raifed or kept up without con-
fent of the'}egiﬂature. o ' ; ] » ) .
27. That in all cafes and at all times the military ought to be under ftrict fubordination to, and control
of, - the civil power. ‘ o ;
28. That no foldier ought to be quartered in any houfe in time of peace ‘without the confent of the
" owner, and in time of war in fuch manner only as the legiflature thall direc.

2. That no perfon except regular foldiers, mariners and marines, in the fervice of this ftate, or mi-
litia when in adtual fervice, ought in any cafe to be fubject to,” or punifhable by, martial law. _
. ' 30. That
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